
 

   

Attachment 1 

Qualifications of Field Personnel 



Robert Aitken, B. Sc. (Hons.) 
Terrestrial Ecologist  
   

  

Education  

Bachelor of Biology & Environmental 
Resources Sciences (Honours), Trent 
University 2008 
Environmental Technologist Diploma, 
Fleming College, 2006 
Natural Resources Law Enforcement 
Post Graduate Certificate, Fleming 
College, 2004 
Ecosystem Management Technician 
Diploma, Fleming College, 2003 
 
Years of Experience  
With AECOM: 1 Year 
With other Firms/Agencies: 6 Years 
 
Professional Affiliations  
Field Botanist of Ontario 
Ontario Field Ornithologist 
 
 

 

Mr. Aitken is an Terrestrial Ecologist with over six years of experience in 
the environmental field where he has participated in a variety of 
environmental studies in both terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems 
including environmental impact studies, environmental assessments, 
sub-watershed studies, natural heritage studies for renewable energy 
applications, and tree inventory and management plans. He has 
completed breeding bird surveys, species at risk surveys, habitat 
assessments, wildlife tracking, botanical inventories ecological land 
classifications, wetland delineations and evaluations, tree assessments, 
electrofishing surveys, aquatic invertebrate surveys, hydraulic stream 
flow monitoring, water quality monitoring, background research, report 
writing and GIS mapping. 

Project Experience 
 
NextEra Energy Canada, Bluewater, Goshen and Jericho Wind 
Energy Centres, Grand Bend Ontario.  Assisted with several aspects of 
the natural assessments for the Bluewater, Goshen and Jericho Wind 
Energy Centres.  Tasks completed as part of these studies included 
breeding bird surveys, winter raptor surveys, waterfowl surveys species 
at risk surveys, botanical inventories, classification of vegetation 
communities using the Ecological Land Classification for Southern 
Ontario and the evaluation of wetland communities using the Ontario 
Wetland Evaluation System. 
 
Highway 11 Nest Survey & Vegetation Inventory. Orillia, Ontario.   
adjacent 2 bridges along the Highway 11 Corridor north of Orillia Ontario 
as part of Ministry of Transpiration monitoring requirements.   Task 
completed as part of this study included nest surveys and detailed 
botanical inventories and mapping of representative vegetation 
communities within the study area. 
 
Highway 403 Nest Survey & Vegetation Inventory. Hamilton, Ontario.  
adjacent 6 bridges along the 403 in Hamilton Ontario as part of Ministry 
of Transpiration monitoring requirements.   Task completed as part of this 
study included nest surveys and detailed botanical inventories and 
mapping of representative vegetation communities within the study area. 
 
Mill Creek ELC & Breeding Bird Survey, Aberfoyle, Ontario.  
Completed a survey of the existing conditions of natural features within 
the study area for a proposed pit expansion.  Tasks completed as part of 
this study included the completion of detailed botanical inventories and 
mapping of representative vegetation communities within the study area 
and breeding bird surveys utilizing the Canadian Wildlife Service Forest 
Bird Monitoring Protocol. 
 
GO Transit East Rail Maintenance Facility Nest Surveys, Whitby 
Ontario.  Completed a survey of all natural features within the study area 
documenting any active/inactive bird nests and other incidental 
bird/wildlife observations prior to vegetation removal. 
Peterborough Parkway, Peterborough, Ontario.  Completed a 
preliminary inventory and assessment of the vegetation communities 
located within the proposed transit corridor as part of an Environmental 
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Assessment to identify the most suitable location for the proposed 
highway.  Tasks completed as part of this study included detailed 
botanical inventories and mapping of representative vegetation 
communities within the study area and incidental bird and wildlife 
observations. 
 
Borden Lake Environmental Baseline Survey, Chapleau, Ontario.  
Completed a baseline survey and report documenting the existing 
conditions of the terrestrial features within the study area.  Tasks 
completed as part of this study included the completion of detailed 
botanical inventories and mapping of representative vegetation 
communities within the study area, breeding bird surveys utilizing the 
Canadian Wildlife Service Forest Bird Monitoring Protocol, wildlife 
tracking surveys and the evaluation of wetland habitat using the Ontario 
Wetland Evaluation System. 
 
Bracebridge Transit Corridor, Bracebridge, Ontario.  Completed a 
preliminary inventory and assessment of the vegetation communities 
located within the proposed transit corridor as part of an Environmental 
Assessment to identify the most suitable location for the proposed 
highway.  Tasks completed as part of this study included detailed 
botanical inventories and mapping of representative vegetation 
communities within the study area and incidental bird and wildlife 
observations. 
 
Townline Road Wetland Monitoring, Cambridge, Ontario.  
Established as wetland monitoring project to evaluate the impacts of 
adjacent dewatering from ongoing infrastructure improvement program.  
Tasks completed as part of this study included a detailed inventory of the 
flora and fauna located within the study area and the weekly monitoring 
of the biological and structural health of 10 trees located adjacent the 
construction site to evaluate the impacts of the dewatering program. 
 
Other Experience  
 
Ecologist  Aboud & Associates (2010  2012) 
Involved with a variety of environmental projects including Environmental 
Impact Studies, Environmental Assessments, Sub-watershed Studies, 
Natural Heritage Studies for Renewable Energy Applications and Tree 
Inventory and Management Plans.  Tasks completed for these projects 
include species at risk surveys, botanical inventories, breeding bird 
surveys, ecological land classification, wetland delineation, tree 
assessments, habitat assessments, background research, report writing 
and GIS mapping. 
 
Environmental Scientist - Conestoga Rovers & Associates (2008  2010) 
Completed various aspects of environmental projects including surface 
and ground water level monitoring and sampling, the collection of benthic 
invertebrates as an indicators of water quality, delineating wetlands, 
assisting with the preparation of Certificates of Approval, collecting 
sediment samples and assisting with data entry and interpretation and 
the writing of technical reports and proposals. 
 
Conservation Intern - Nature Conservancy of Canada (2007) 
Assisted with conservation projects by performing botanical inventories 
and classifying communities using the Ecological Land Classification 
System. Other tasks included attending public open houses and festivals, 
working and interacting with other conservation groups, completing 
restoration and monitoring projects and writing monitoring and 
management reports.  
 
Field Technician - Watershed Science Center (2006) 
Participated in a long term study monitoring the effects of hydroelectric 
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dams on rivers by monitoring river velocities, levels and temperature, and 
collecting and analyzing suspended sediment samples.  Other tasks 
included the training of other field staff, planning and implementation of 
field work, and liaising with other government organizations. 
 
Environmental Greening Co-op Student  York Region (2005) 
Assisted with the implementation of the York Regional Greening Strategy 
by attending meetings and public events, interacting with other 
conservation agencies, creating maps of conservation lands using 
Arcview GIS and assisting with forest rehabilitation projects and invasive 
species removal. 
 
Environmental Technician - Conservation Halton (2004) 
Assisted with several aspects of the ecology program.  Major tasks 
included assisting with the writing and editing of the North Shore 
Watershed Study Report, collecting and identifying fish and benthic 
invertebrates, conducting hydraulic surveys, monitoring aquatic 
restoration projects and assisting with the classification of ecological 
communities.  
 
Environmental Technician - St. Clair Conservation Authority (2003) 
Responsible for the yearly maintenance of flood control structures.  Other 
tasks included recording water levels, collecting and identifying aquatic 
invertebrates and surveying sites with eroding stream banks. 
 
Resource Management Technician - Pinery Provincial Park (2001) 
Implemented the resource management program for the park for the 
summer.  Major tasks included management of the lupine reintroduction 
project, dune planting projects, preparation for the prescribed burn 
program, assisting with guided hikes, and invasive species removal. 
 
Publications  
 
Miller, Brian M., Robert J. Aitken, Michael J. Oldham, and Anton A. 
Reznicek. 2011. Slender False Brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum, 
Poaceae), an invasive grass new to Ontario, Canada. Canadian Field-
Naturalist 125(3): 235 240. 
 
Professional Development 
Animal Tracking Workshop 
University of Guelph Arboretum, 2013 
Owl Identification Workshop 
University of Guelph Arboretum, 2013 
Natural Heritage information Centre Data Sensitivity Training, Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources, 2011 
Ontario Stream Assessment Protocol Certificate, Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources, 2011 
Class 2 Backpack Electrofishing Certificate, Toronto and Region 
Conservation Authority, 2011 
Ministry of Transportation Environmental Guide for Fish and Fish Habitat 
Workshop, 2011 
Asters and Goldenrods Workshop, Royal Botanical Gardens, 2011 
Ecological Land Classification for Southern Ontario Certificate, Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources, 2010 
Ontario Wetland Evaluation System Certificate, Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources, 2009 
Ontario Stream Assessment Protocol Level 1 Fish Identification, Toronto 
and Region Conservation Authority, 2009 



 

   

Attachment 2 

Field Notes 










































































































