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An additional site investigation of the Fresh to Moist White Elm Lowland Deciduous Forest (FOD7-1) 
community within Natural Area 721 was completed at the request of the MNR to confirm the 
presence/absence of wetland habitat within this community.  During this visit additional field data, 
including prism sweeps, soil pits, and a species composition survey, was collected to supplement the 
information obtained from the initial site investigation.   

Based on this information obtained from the additional site investigation the community in question 
contains a canopy that covers less than 15% of this feature is comprised primarily of Green Ash, a sub-
canopy that covers more than 60% of this feature and is comprised of Basswood, White Elm, Ironwood 
and Bitternut Hickory, a shrub layer that covers 25 to 60% of this community and is comprised of 
Raspberry, Common Buckthorn and Swamp Red Current, and a ground layer that covers 10 to 25% of 
this community and is comprised of Wood Avens, Virginia Strawberry, Canada Anemone and Zig-zag 
Goldenrod.  The results of the prism sweeps within this community found that White Elm, Basswood, 
Green Ash and Ironwood were the most common tree species within this community.  Information 
obtained from the additional soil pits indicated that the dominant soils within this community were silty 
loam and fine silty clay with no evidence of ground water, mottling, gleying or organic soils.  Two small 
wetlands, a Forb Mineral Meadow Marsh (MAM2-10) community and a Swamp Maple Mineral 
Deciduous Swamp (SWD3-3) community, were confirmed during this visit however due to their small 
size (less than 0.5 ha) and the absence of any significant functions or features an OWES evaluation was 
not completed.   

In conclusion wetland species did not cover more than 50% of the community in question.  The majority 
of the species that were present within the community that did have a negative wetness index were not 
obligate wetland species, indicating that they usually occur in wetlands but can also be found in non-
wetlands (MNR, 2007).  Therefore based on this information, and information obtained from the MNR 
Interpretation of Current (December, 2002) OWES Manuals which states that the wetness index should 
not alone be used to define wetland boundaries or communities (MNR, 2007), the findings from the 
additional site investigation support the results obtained from the initial investigation that the FOD7-1 
community within natural area 271 is not a wetland. 

 


	Appendix B7

