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Bluewater Shoreline Residents Association (BSRA)/ NextEra  meeting September 29, 2010
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NextEra Energy Communication Records 

Bluewater Shoreline Residents Association Meeting, February 17, 2011  

Attendees: Tom Bird (NextEra - Project Manager, Environmental Services), John Gillespie (Hay West 
Ward Councillor), Neil Jones (NextEra -  Project Director, Business Development, Jericho Project),  

(BSRA – President), l (BSRA - Past President), (BSRA – Resident), 
Jeremy Shute (AECOM – REA consultant to NextEra).  

 

l prepared an agenda for the meeting and distributed it to everyone in attendance 
(attached) 
There was discussion about how the contracts with OPA work.  Notification should come 
sometime this summer whether or not there is a contract.  The next studies to be undertaken 
this year will be archaeological and ecological to meet REA requirements.  They are then 
submitted with the REA.  Two things are needed before construction – a contract and REA 
approval.   
Question  - have there been changes to the process as a result of the court cases or any 
expected ?  No, there have been no changes to the process.   
What would happen if there are new regulations that come out of the court cases - for example 
550 metres was moved to 800 metres?  If the distance to receptors was changed to 800 metres, 
the number of turbine locations would be reduced.  Some of the existing locations would be 
removed from consideration.  The siting process is currently underway – NextEra is not sure of 
number of turbines at this point.   
BSRA mentioned that they appreciated that NextEra had come to speak.  Their concerns have 
deepened over time.  The meeting agenda was discussed.  Also the REA submission process was 
discussed.  Timing of submission for public review was brought up.  Many BSRA residents are 
away during winter, therefore a summer meeting is preferrable.  There is talk about a potential 
public meeting in December. Perhaps there would also be other opportunities to meet with 
BSRA during the summer or early September. 
There was a question from BRSA about whether NextEra makes any concessions from issues 
raised at meetings.  NextEra gave an example from another project in Ontario where the 
proximity to a school was raised, and NextEra removed that particular turbine.   
BSRA cautioned about the Tundra Swans and their flight path for Jericho project site.  Swans 
come through this are around the 8th to 20th of March.  This may be prior to the bird survey 
season.  They also fly over the Goshen, Bluewater projects.  They also feed inland.  NextEra will 
be happy to share avian studies with the BSRA.  The MNR will make NextEra shut down the 
turbines during certain seasons if there are unacceptable impacts to the tundra swan 
population.  NextEra wants to avoid this potential if at all possible and mentioned that NextEra 
had ceased to consider a potential project site in the past due to Tundra Swan flight paths.  
BSRA also raised the importance of a major migration route for monarch butterflies through the 
area. The migration route for both monarch butterflies and birds is a significant issue.   

  
), l 



BSRA would like to ensure that the turbines are kept east of Highway 21.  Setbacks were 
discussed.  Also design issues and constraints were discussed.  NextEra is going to try to keep 
each project as contiguous as possible.  In terms of road crossings, BSRA mentioned that the 
east to west roads are gravel and the north south roads are paved.   
BSRA mentioned that in Wolfe Island, supplementary funding for the municipality was received, 
and that NextEra can expect a similar approach here.  The tax revenue as it currently stands is 
not great from projects.  Wolfe Island has set a precedent.  Because the tax rate is low in 
Ontario, this Wolfe Island example is expected here.  NextEra is hearing this from many 
municipalities and will take into consideration.  
BSRA mentioned that it is likely that NextEra will be seeing political action soon.  The provincial 
government could change, and people are unhappy with the Green Energy Act.  The Province 
may back away from implementation of the Green Energy Act as the election approaches.  
NextEra stated they are monitoring the political environment. 
There was a question about opt-out clauses from the government contracts. NextEra was not 
aware of such a clause.   
BSRA is concerned that they are going to see their energy costs triple and that this could lead to 
energy poverty.  There was discussion about where the additional costs are coming from and 
how the additional costs should be attributed – whether it’s from new renewable energy or 
other aging infrastructure.  BSRA and NextEra agreed to disagree and that such issues would not 
be resolved in this particular forum. 
BSRA mentioned that the community is divided.  Their concern is that farmers are locked in to a 
contract and can’t simply change their mind. As part of NextEra’s process, landowners can 
participate as much as they would like about the decisions that affect their farms. BSRA 
mentioned that there is a certain level of alienation in the communities.  It was suggested that 
putting wind turbines 1-2 km east of the Highway 21 would greatly reduce or possibly eliminate 
concerns from the BSRA.  NextEra stated they would take that into consideration. 
NextEra’s supply mix and operations were discussed.  There was some discussion about what 
would happen if the provincial government changes. There was also some discussion about 
different models of energy production including one where the property owner has many 
smaller sources. This distributed model does not apply to any of the NextEra projects in this 
area. That model is usually called distributed power and would probably fall under the OPA.  
NextEra suspects that this is the direction OPA will probably go over the next couple of decades.   
There was a question about how BSRA and NextEra can work together in the future.   
The Two km setback question is a prime one for the BSRA.  BSRA also mentioned that 2 km 
setback is a World Health Organization recommendation.  NextEra stated, that to their 
knowledge, the World Health Organization has not recommended a 2 km setback and asked if 
BSRA could provide documentation that supports that claim.  is going to try to find 
that World Health Organization reference.  1000 metre setback from the shoreline was also 
discussed.  That would be from the shoreline, and not every individual home.  The BSRA would 
also like 2 km from what they call a designated settlement area.   



o [Note, both 1 km east of Highway 21 and 2 kms east of Highway 21 have been 
mentioned by BSRA in discussions between with NextEra, as have distances of 1 km and 
2 km east of Lake Huron. It is not clear to the note taker (Jeremy Shute) if the 1km 
distance from Highway 21 is the minimum desired setback for BSRA and if 2 kms is a 
preferred setback or if 2 kms east from Highway 21 is the minimum desired setback or if 
2 kms east of Lake Huron is the minimum desired setback distance.] 

o [Follow-up note.  Further discussion with  has clarified that BSRA would like 
the minimum setback distance to be 2kms east of Highway 21] 
 

NextEra wants to be a long-term partner in the community, and would like these sorts of 
discussions to continue.  BSRA said that they are happy to have this meeting and NextEra 
appears to be listening to them.   
There was discussion that Huron County might implement a low-frequency noise bylaw.  BSRA 
mentioned that health concerns are real.   
BSRA speculated that if a group like Bluewater Against Wind Turbines was to form, it probably 
won’t be NextEra that would be targeted, but the individual property owners that are signing 
lease agreements.  Such a group might focus on raising awareness about liability issues.  There 
has been a problem lately in the community with the local oil and gas company.  The issues are 
being framed as David vs. Goliath.  A likely strategy of Bluewater Against Wind Turbines would 
be to put pressure on individual landowners to get out of their leases.   
There was discussion about how the BSRA could have input into the REA studies.  The avian 
studies are underway and will be sent to BSRA once they are completed.  BSRA is welcome to 
send formal comments, and there was a discussion about the comment period.  
will send comments or notes as a submission.   
BSRA would like to talk to people who live near turbines in other projects.  They are also curious 
about any projects that are near fresh water lakes.  At this point NextEra is not interested in 
offshore wind development.  
 
Follow up actions:  

o Tom Bird is going to send avian studies to once complete.   
o Jeremy Shute will prepare the minutes from this meeting and circulate to everyone. 

[Follow up note, the minutes were circulated to  and were revised, based 
on his input, on July 14, 2011] 

o will look for the World Health Organization reference and circulate to 
everyone. [Follow-up note, has looked for this reference and it does not seem to be 
readily available and may be quite dated. There may be some new research available on 
additive noise from turbines. is going to see if this research can be located.] 

o  It may be better to meet with Shoreline residents during the time when most residents 
are here – probably the end of the summer or early September.  The BSRA have an 
annual meeting in August.   
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Dudek, Derek [Derek.Dudek@nexteraenergy.com]
Tuesday, August 23, 2011 11:40 AM
McBeath Funeral Home
Geneau, Nicole; Cushing, Julia
Follow up - August 10th meeting

Hello Joyce, 
Please send my thanks to the board members for meeting with me last night to discuss NextEra Energy Canada and our 
Bluewater and Goshen Wind Energy Centres.  Just wanted to follow up with some information that was requested of us, 
and was hoping that you could disseminate the information to all those in attendance: 

1. Concern over proximity of turbine locations to Village of Zurich and how it might impact future growth of the 
Village beyond the existing urban growth boundary within the Official Plan.  A request was made that all 
turbines be located beyond 2km of this boundary. 

It should be noted that the definition of Zurich within the Municipality of Bluewater Official Plan Section 8.4.2.3 
states the following:  "There is adequate land designated for residential development and 
new development should take place through infilling or by registered plan of subdivision on full Municipal services."  
However, I can confirm that based on draft layouts that are not yet available to the public we are not proposing any 
turbines within 2km to the north or west of the Village of Zurich beyond any planned growth within the current 
growth boundary.  We do however, have several turbines planned for an area southeast of the Village that are 
located between 800m and 2km of the Village. These are located in an area beyond the town's sewage lagoons and 
nearer the 500kv overhead electrical transmission line.  It is our opinion that these locations would not likely 
accommodate village growth based on required setbacks from the 50kv line and sewage lagoons.  We hope that this 
information satisfies your concerns regarding future growth in Zurich.  We appreciate that you will likely have further 
comments on this upon availability of the mapping showing our exact proposed locations, and will forward that 
information to you upon availability. 

2. Confirmation of the Goshen WEC point of interconnection 
I mistakenly noted that the Goshen substation and point of interconnection would be located along the 500kv line.  
The actual location is along the same 110kv line as the Bluewater project, but located in the very eastern portion of 
South Huron at a yet to be determined location near Highway 23. 

3. Chamber members noted concerns over the interaction between proposed turbines and proposed underground 
gas storage wells being planned beneath our project area. 

By way of this email, I have notified AECOM, our environmental consultants, of this concern.  One of their many 
responsibilities will be reviewing all oil, gas, and salt resources and related infrastructure to determine potential 
impacts and possible mitigation measures as may be required between each projects infrastructure. 

4. The Chamber noted interest in meeting with additional NextEra team members to discuss items related to 
construction and operations. 

To be arranged at your discretion. 

Derek Dudek| Community Relations Consultant
Energy Canada, ULC

5500 North Service Road, Burlington, ON L7L 6W6 
o:905.335.4904 x18          f:905.335.5731
mobile - 519.318.0237 
derek.dudek@nexteraenergy.com
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