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Cushing, Julia

From: Mark Gallagher [mark.gallagher@tcir.net]
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2010 12:15 PM
To: Bonnie Thompson
Subject: Additional Information
Attachments: Health Report.pdf; PropertyValuesConsultingReportFebruary42010.pdf; Hydro-One fact Sheet.pdf

Hi Bonnie, 
 
I just wanted to send some information for you to review, as you requested additional information at our Open House at the end of January on property values, 
health and stray voltage; 
 
1. Property Values 
 
Reports have consistently found that there is no evidence to conclude that wind farms negatively affect house prices, but most of these are from the US.  A very 
recent study (Feb 2010) has been conducted in Ontario, in Chatham Kent where the majority of concentrated wind activity has been lately. 
 
I have attached the full report whereby the conclusion was that there was; 
 
“no statistical inference to demonstrate that wind farms negatively affect rural residential market values in Chatham Kent was apparent in this analysis. 

Furthermore this study did not find any consistent evidence from the analyzed data that such a negative correlation exists……the only consistency was that each 

evaluation methodology found that it was highly unlikely that any type of causal relationship exists between wind farms and the market values of rural residential 

real estate” 

 

2. Health 
 
I have also attached a recent report (Dec 2009) that was conducted at the request of CanWEA and AWEA to address the claims that sounds from wind turbines 
directly affect health.  A panel of experts were gathered to review the existing evidence and they concluded; 
 
 

 “There is no evidence that audible or sub-audible sounds emitted by wind turbines have any direct adverse physiological effects.”  
 “The ground borne vibrations are too weak to be detected by, or to affect humans.”  
 “The sounds emitted by wind turbines are not unique. There is no reason to believe based on the levels and frequencies of sound and the panel’s 

experience with sound exposures in occupational settings, that the sounds from wind turbines could plausibly have direct adverse health consequences”  
 

3. Stray Voltage 
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Stray voltage is not a wind energy issue but is related to electricity in general.  In Ontario, stray voltage is addressed by the Ontario Energy Board, through an 
amendment to the distribution system code, as of June 16, 2009 (EB-2007-0709).This amendment requires a distributor to investigate complaints from farmers 
regarding stray voltage and all complaints should be addressed by the local distribution company.  Primary sources of on-farm stray voltage are poor/faulty wiring, 
poor/improper grounding, unbalanced system loads, defective equipment or voltages from telephone or gas lines.  The Adelaide Wind Farm project will be 
connecting to the transmission lines and not the local distribution system and the electrical collector lines will be designed to minimize any stray voltage potential. 
Thus it is highly unlikely that this project will increase or decrease the risk of stray voltage to consumers. 
 
I have included some information on stray voltage from hydro one it outlines the process individuals can follow should they feel there is a potential issue. 
 
Thank you again for your input. I hope you will find that attached information useful and that it goes some way to addressing your concerns. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mark 
 
 
Mark Gallagher 
(Development Manager) 
  
T: 514-842-1923 
C: 514-805-3243 
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